
 

Museum presents two programs featuring Janice 

Hechter’s new picture book, The Power of Her 

Paintbrush: The Story of Theresa Bernstein 

​
The Power of Her Paintbrush: The Story of Theresa Bernstein, by Janice Hechter. 

GLOUCESTER, MA (July 2026) — This July, the Cape Ann Museum will host two special programs with 

author and illustrator Janice Hechter, celebrating the release of her new picture book The Power of Her 

Paintbrush: The Story of Theresa Bernstein. 

On Saturday, July 25, Hechter will lead a family program from 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. in the Education 

Studio, where she will introduce children to artist Theresa Bernstein and share her own journey 

researching, writing, and illustrating Bernstein’s life story. The session will include a book reading and a 

hands-on art activity inspired by Bernstein’s work. 

That afternoon, from 1:00–2:00 p.m., Hechter will present a second program in the Library & Archives. 

This talk will explore her research process and creative approach to telling the story of Theresa Bernstein 

(1890–2002), the Modernist painter who lived and worked on Cape Ann for much of the twentieth 

century. 



 

Hechter’s book, The Power of Her Paintbrush: The Story of Theresa Bernstein, celebrates the life and 

legacy of this remarkable artist and her enduring connection to Cape Ann. 

This program coincides with the Museum’s recent acquisition of a significant work by Bernstein: a circa 

1916 oil self-portrait depicting the artist as a young woman and already a successful painter. The 

Museum’s collection also includes additional works by Bernstein and her husband, fellow artist William 

Meyerowitz. The couple was central to the Rocky Neck artist colony and maintained friendships with 

artists such as Stuart Davis, Edward Hopper, and Josephine Nivison.​
​
“Theresa Bernstein’s story is one of remarkable perseverance, creativity, and vision,” said Oliver Barker, 

Director of the Cape Ann Museum. “We are delighted to welcome Janice Hechter to share Bernstein’s 

legacy with younger audiences in such an engaging and accessible way. This program reflects our 

ongoing commitment to connecting the community with the rich artistic history of Cape Ann while 

inspiring the next generation of artists and storytellers.” 

Bernstein’s life and work offer a compelling story of artistic determination and innovation. From an early 

age, she demonstrated exceptional talent, later pursuing her career in New York at a time when women 

artists faced significant barriers. She navigated these challenges with persistence and ingenuity, gaining 

recognition for her work and exhibiting widely. Over the course of a remarkably long career, Bernstein 

continued to paint into her later years, leaving a lasting mark on American modernism. 

Registration is required for both events. For more information, visit capeannmuseum.org/events. 

 

The Cape Ann Museum, founded in 1875, exists to preserve and celebrate the history and culture of the region and to keep it relevant to today’s 

audiences. Spanning 44,000 square feet, the Museum’s Downtown campus is a major cultural institution on Boston’s North Shore, welcoming 

thousands of local, national, and international visitors annually to its exhibitions, programs, and community-led events. In addition to fine art, 

the Museum’s collections include decorative art, textiles, artifacts from the fisheries and granite industries, four historic structures, a Library & 

Archives, and a sculpture garden in the heart of downtown Gloucester. 

The Cape Ann Museum’s Downtown campus is located at 27 Pleasant Street in Gloucester and, beginning June 30, 2026, will be open Tuesday 

through Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. General Admission is $20 for adults and $15 for Cape Ann residents and seniors. Youth (under 18), 

students with ID, and Museum members are free. Cape Ann residents receive free general admission on the second Saturday of each month. 

During Avery, Gottlieb & Rothko: By the Sea, additional fees apply and timed ticketing is required. Tickets go on sale June 1, 2026. 

 

The Cape Ann Museum Green (CAM Green), the Museum’s campus off Grant Circle and Route 128 in Gloucester, is home to the 

12,000-square-foot Janet & William Ellery James Center, built in 2020. The center includes a flexible exhibition and community programming 

space designed to reach broader audiences with new exhibits and public programs. CAM Green, which served as the Museum’s base of 

operations during the renovations, features three historic structures—the White Ellery House (1710), the Babson-Alling House (c. 1740), and an 

adjacent barn (c. 1740)—as well as a Contemporary Art Wetu (2023–2024) and a Mush8n (mi-shoon) (2023), an Eastern Woodlands boat. From 

July 10 through September 27, CAM Green will be open Friday through Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 

More information can be found on capeannmuseum.org or please call (978)283-0455 x110 

 

MEDIA CONTACT: Sarah Zhitnik, sarah@teakmedia.com; (781) 999-0604 
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