CAPE ANN

Museum holds 6th Annual Juneteenth Celebration at

Gloucester City Hall
Friday, June 19 from 9 to 11 a.m.

Free and open to the public

Gloucester Juneteenth Flag Raising at City Hall, 2025.

GLOUCESTER, MA (June 2026) — Juneteenth, the oldest nationally recognized commemoration of the
end of slavery in the United States, offers a powerful opportunity for reflection, education, and collective
remembrance. This year, the Cape Ann Museum, in close partnership with the City of Gloucester,
presents a program honoring the legacy of freedom and the ongoing pursuit of equity and justice—both
on Cape Ann and across the nation.

“Juneteenth is a powerful reminder of both how far we have come and the work that remains, and I'm
proud to see our community come together in reflection and dialogue here in Gloucester" said
Gloucester Mayor Paul Lundberg. "As the Cape Ann Museum ushers in a new chapter in their remarkable
role in our Community, this celebration reflects our shared commitment to honoring history, elevating
diverse voices, and building a more inclusive future for all.”



“Juneteenth is both a moment of remembrance and a call to reflection,” said Oliver Barker, Director of
the Cape Ann Museum. “We are proud to bring our community together to engage with this history and
its continued relevance today.”

The program features a morning of civic observance and community dialogue, beginning at Gloucester
City Hall and continuing with a participatory reading and discussion. The community conversation will be
facilitated by Michea McCaffrey, Co-Chair of the Gloucester Racial Justice Team, who will guide
participants in reflecting on the enduring themes of freedom, justice, and civic responsibility.

Event Schedule

9:00-9:30 a.m. | Flag Raising Ceremony

Outside Gloucester City Hall

The morning begins with the raising of the Juneteenth flag, accompanied by remarks from city officials
and representatives of the Cape Ann Museum.

9:30-11:00 a.m. | Community Reading & Discussion

Kyrouz Auditorium, Gloucester City Hall

Participants are invited to take part in a community reading of What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?,
Frederick Douglass’ landmark address. The reading will be followed by a facilitated discussion session for
those interested in engaging in a group reflection, to engage more deeply with the themes of the
reading, share perspectives, and reflect collectively on its contemporary relevance.

For more information about the Cape Ann Museum and its public programs, visit capeannmuseum.org.

The Cape Ann Museum, founded in 1875, exists to preserve and celebrate the history and culture of the region and to keep it relevant to today’s
audiences. Spanning 44,000 square feet, the Museum’s Downtown campus is a major cultural institution on Boston’s North Shore, welcoming
thousands of local, national, and international visitors annually to its exhibitions, programs, and community-led events. In addition to fine art,
the Museum’s collections include decorative art, textiles, artifacts from the fisheries and granite industries, four historic structures, a Library &
Archives, and a sculpture garden in the heart of downtown Gloucester.

The Cape Ann Museum’s Downtown campus is located at 27 Pleasant Street in Gloucester and, beginning June 30, 2026, will be open Tuesday
through Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. General Admission is S20 for adults and S15 for Cape Ann residents and seniors. Youth (under 18),
students with ID, and Museum members are free. Cape Ann residents receive free general admission on the second Saturday of each month.
During Avery, Gottlieb & Rothko: By the Sea, additional fees apply and timed ticketing is required. Tickets go on sale June 1, 2026.


http://capeannmuseum.org

CAPE ANN

The Cape Ann Museum Green (CAM Green), the Museum’s campus off Grant Circle and Route 128 in Gloucester, is home to the
12,000-square-foot Janet & William Ellery James Center, built in 2020. The center includes a flexible exhibition and community programming
space designed to reach broader audiences with new exhibits and public programs. CAM Green, which served as the Museum’s base of
operations during the renovations, features three historic structures—the White Ellery House (1710), the Babson-Alling House (c. 1740), and an
adjacent barn (c. 1740)—as well as a Contemporary Art Wetu (2023-2024) and a Mush8n (mi-shoon) (2023), an Eastern Woodlands boat. From
July 10 through September 27, CAM Green will be open Friday through Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

More information can be found on capeannmuseum.org or please call (978)283-0455 x110

MEDIA CONTACT: Sarah Zhitnik, sarah@teakmedia.com; (781) 999-0604


http://www.capeannmuseum.org
mailto:sarah@teakmedia.com

