CAPE ANN

The Open Door donates final print of Zodiac by Virginia Lee
Burton Demetrios as Museum launches search for five missing
works by the Folly Cove Designers

Zodiac by Virginia Lee Burton Demetrios

WHAT: The Cape Ann Museum is seeking the public’s help to locate five missing works by the Folly Cove
Designers, the pioneering group of artists who carved linoleum blocks and printed them on fabric in Cape
Ann between 1941 and 1969.

The Museum is currently missing examples of five specific designs: Windmill by Margaret Nelson, Pine by
Peggy Roewer, Punch and Judy by Bettina Nichols, Mushrooms by Mary Greer, and Leaves by Euthymia
Maletskos. No works by Mary Greer, Euthymia Maletskos, or Irja J. Sheppard are currently documented,
and little is known about these artists.

One missing work, Zodiac by Virginia Lee Burton Demetrios, however, has been located and will be
donated to the Museum on Friday, December 12, 2025. The work was recently donated to The Open
Door’s Second Glance thrift shop which identified its importance. While the Museum does have some of
Burton’s original sketches for Zodiac, this new acquisition marks the first time that the final print will join
the collection. It represents a meaningful moment in the Museum’s ongoing effort to rediscover and
preserve lost Folly Cove Designer works.



MORE BACKGROUND: While previous catalogues suggested a total of 335 designs by the Folly Cove
Designers, Museum research has shown that the number is more nuanced; some artists were long-term
members, while others contributed for only a brief time, leaving gaps in the historical record.

Last year, a placemat with Sea Horses and Shells by Hetty Beatty Whitney — previously one of the few
missing designs — was donated to the Museum by The Open Door in December 2024, highlighting the
potential for important works to resurface through community collaboration.

The Museum also recognizes that there are likely additional Folly Cove designs still out in the world that
remain unidentified. To help fill these gaps and preserve the full legacy of the Folly Cove Designers, the
Cape Ann Museum is launching a public campaign. Anyone with information about these or other

unknown designs is encouraged to please contact the Museum at info@capeannmuseum.org.

The Cape Ann Museum, founded in 1875, exists to preserve and celebrate the history and culture of the area and to keep it
relevant to today’s audiences. Spanning 44,000 square feet, the Museum’s Downtown campus, which reopens in spring 2026,
remains a major cultural institution on Boston’s North Shore that has welcomed thousands of local, national, and international
visitors annually to its exhibitions, programs, and community-led events. In addition to fine art, the Museum’s collections include
decorative art, textiles, artifacts from the fisheries and granite industries, four historic structures, a Library & Archives, and a
sculpture garden in the heart of downtown Gloucester.

The Cape Ann Museum Green (CAM Green), the Museum’s campus off Grant Circle and Route 128 in Gloucester is home to the
12,000 square foot Janet & William Ellery James Center, built in 2020 which includes a flexible exhibition and community
programming space designed to reach broader audiences with new exhibits and public programs. CAM Green, which has been
the Museum’s base of operations during 2025, features three historic structures: the White Ellery House (1710), the
Babson-Alling House (c.1740), an adjacent Barn (c.1740), a Contemporary Art Wetu (2023-2024) and a Mush8n (mi-shoon)
(2023), an eastern woodlands boat. From July 10 through September 27, CAM Green will be open Friday through Sunday, 10:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

General admission to the Cape Ann Museum Green campus is always free. With the reopening of the Downtown campus, tickets
for Avery, Gottlieb & Rothko: By the Sea will be available beginning June 1, 2026.

More information can be found on capeannmuseum.org or please call (978)283-0455 x110.

MEDIA CONTACT: Sarah Zhitnik, sarah@teakmedia.com; 781-999-0604
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