
	

	

	
	

Kodachrome Memory 
An exhibition of photographs by  

National Geographic photographer Nathan Benn 
 

On View at the Cape Ann Museum 
December 27, 2016 through February 19, 2017 

 
An artist talk and reception will be held at the Museum on Saturday, January 7 

 

 
Franklyn E. Goucher, an Essex clammer, digging at "Castle" sand flat, 1978.  

He has dug clams here for 53 years. Photograph by Nathan Benn. 
 

GLOUCESTER, MASS. –– On December 27, 2016, Kodachrome Memory, a special exhibition of 

photographs taken in and around Cape Ann in 1978 by Nathan Benn, will go on display at the Cape Ann 

Museum. The exhibit will feature more than 30 images taken by Benn while on assignment on Boston’s 

North Shore for National Geographic Magazine. On Saturday, January 7, Benn will speak about his 20-

year career as a photographer with the magazine, one of this country’s most beloved and longest-lived 

publications. The photographs will remain on view through February 19, 2017. 

Nathan Benn was a photographer for National Geographic Magazine from 1972 to 1991 and was sent 

across the country and around the world to capture images of people and their homelands. The broad range 

of subjects and places Benn shot while on assignment is emblematic of the breadth of the Magazine’s reach 

and ranged from the Dead Sea, Prague and South Korea to the Mississippi Delta region, northern Vermont 

and New York’s Finger Lakes. Benn photographed on Boston’s North Shore for six months, from June 

through October 1978. He shot a total of 286 rolls of film, relying on Kodak’s long-lived and much loved 

33 mm color film Kodachrome. A selection of the images was published by National Geographic in April 

1979, illustrating an article written by Randall S. Peffer, the author of Waterman, a study of the lives of 

fishermen in the Chesapeake Bay area. The title of Benn and Peffer’s National Geographic article was 



	

	

Harboring Old Ways; it included images of sculptors Walker Hancock and Katharine Lane Weems, the 

painter Emile Gruppé in his Rocky Neck studio, radio broadcaster Simon Geller and residents of Rockport 

celebrating the Fourth of July. Benn’s success at capturing the spirit of Cape Ann and its people is 

attributed not only to his keen observation skills but also to the fact that he was new to the community, an 

interloper viewing the area with a fresh and inquisitive eye through the lens of his camera. 

 
 

 
 
The Cape Ann Museum has been in existence since the 1870s, working to preserve and celebrate the 
history and culture of the area and to keep it relevant to today’s audiences. Spanning 44,000 square feet, the 
Museum is one of the major cultural institutions on Boston’s North Shore welcoming more than 25,000 
local, national and international visitors each year to its exhibitions and programs. In addition to fine art, 
the Museum’s collections include decorative art, textiles, artifacts from the maritime and granite industries, 
two historic homes and a sculpture park in the heart of downtown Gloucester. Visit capeannmuseum.org for 
details. 
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